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and she forgave. But her kindness had no other effect than to increase Chastelard's confidence; he attributed the rebuke he received to the presence of the Queen's women, and fancied that if she had been alone, her forgiveness would have been even more complete.
Three weeks later the same scene was re-enacted; but I this time Chastelard, detected hiding in a wardrobe when the Queen was in bed, was handed over to the guards.
The moment was ill-chosen; such a scandal, occurring just as Mary was on the point of marrying again, would have been fatal to her, unless it had been fatal to Chastelard. Murray took the affair in hand and, deeming that a public trial alone could save his sister's reputation, he pressed the prosecution so vigorously that Chastelard was convicted of the crime of fese-wiajestit and condemned to death. Mary made a feeble attempt to induce her brother to send him back to Prance; but Murray pointed out to her the terrible consequences which might flow from such an exercise of the pardoning power, and Mary was forced to let the law take its course. So Chastelard's doom was sealed.
When he was standing upon the scaffold, which was erected in front of the Queen's palace, Chastelard, who had declined the services of a priest, asked that Ronsard's ode on Death might be read to him; he fol-t lowed the reading with evident pleasure, and when it was at an end, he turned toward the Queen's windows, cried "Adieu, most beautiful and most cruel of princesses," and offered his neck to the executioner, without a word of repentance or complaint His death made the deeper impression upon the Queen because she did not dare to express her sympathy openly.
Meanwhile the report had spread abroad that the Queen of Scotland was inclined to marry again, and